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W ashmgton s Ideas of Foreign Alliances

Present Sttuation of the United States Makes First President’s Words and Actions
Toward Europe of Paramount Value in Guiding National Policy

" Simtes of Amerwes bas
T Br | time seml bher armed
Jorees 10 fight on © e soil of Europe and
her navy {0 scour the <ess i company
with the fecix of trapsatlantic ailies. In
view of this fact and of the approach of
the I86th apniversary oi Washingion's
birth there i< speial interest now in the
precepts foreign
relations lad down by him in his mem-
oranie urowmell Address,
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troops  lield  posts on the
frontwer and Spain controlled tha mpor
tant outlet of our comsmeree the Missis-
=]t The German |-ru|nu'_'m\|!.. ol i l]h_\
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tiemed 1 1703
“The very day,” 1o gaote tvom A His-
Vaeniean People” “that the

newspapers of Philadelplia printed  the
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signthieant amd mperative
for neutrabiy . “Citizen’

the ety as the acercdited Mimster of the
Froneh Republie 1o the United States, He
bad landed from a Freneh
Charleton, on the Wl of April, had com
wissioned privatesrs and had enlisted men
there to prex npon the British commeree
before presenting lumselt for recognition
at Philadelplia and had travelled from
stage to stuge of his pleasant  journey
northiward 1o mweet pothing but enthusas
tir weleome everswhere.

Applauded Througheut Country.

“He had coulidently experted to com-
mignd America as his ally aganst the
world. The Governor of South (‘arolina
had approved of his extraordinary aets at
Charleston. Genet had commanded that
English prizes be brought into the near-
est ports of the United Stales and that
French Cousuls should condemn them in
prike court, and vel ke had heard nothing
but applunse untl he reached the pres-
ence of Wasbington.”

The first President reecived him coldly,
undid all thst he had dene and requested
his recall, even sl a time when the flam-
borant Uitizen was being feted and
tousted in the capital of the new nation.

The wisdom of the eourse of Washing-
ton in preventing at Jeast that foreign al-
lianee was soon manifested, as the news of
itbe atrocities of the French Revelution
spread and the duplicify of Tallyrand
was revealed. This was only a passing
phase, for when permanent government
eame 10 France the pristine {riendship
betwern ibe two couniries was no longer
obscured and the great debt of gratitude
which we owed to her was more and more
revognized.

Evelved After Much Study.

We bave, therefore, 1o consider in re
reading the niterances of Washington in
the last decade of the eighteenth eentury
jusl what causes there were which led to
his defermined stand against any allianee
witl the Powers of the Old World. How
his conception of what was needed for the
eritical and formative period in our lus-
fory was eautiously evolved out of mueh
ronsideration and stady is indicated in a
letfer which on Angust 11, 1790, he
penned o Lafayelte:

“It seems to be our policy,” he wrote,
“to keep in the situation which nature has
plaeed us, lo observe a striet neutrality
and to furnish others with those good
things of subsistenee which, they . may

Lienet

frigate at

want sml which our fertile lund abun-
duntly produces, if circumsfances and
events will permit vs to do so.

“Unentangled in the erooked policies of
Europe ® * * 1 have supposed that
with the exercize of & jusi. steady and
prodent pational policy we shall be the
samers, whether the powers of the UId
World may be at peace or war, hul more
especially n the latter case.”

Tins 1s what be wrote to David Hum-
phreys in March, 1793, when the sir was
lilled with the rumors of the couliiion
against Franee:

“All our late accounts from Furepe
hold up the expectation of zenersl war in
that quarter. For the sake of hunfanity
I hope that such an event will not take
place, but if it should 1 trust that we
shall have too just a sense of our interests
to originate any rause that may mvolve us
m it. And 1 ardently wish that we may

our commercial relations 10 huve with
them as little politieal vonnection as pos-
sible.

“Our detuched and distunt situstion in-
vites und enables us to pursne & different
vource. |If we remain one people under
an efficieni government the period is not
far off when we may dely malerial injury
from esternal unnoyame; when we may
fake such an attitude a< to vause the neu-
trality we mayv at any time resolve upon
to be scrupulously respected ; when bellig-
erent nations under the impossibility of
making acquixitions upon ux, will not
lighily hazard the giving us provoeation
when we may choose pesee or war. as our
interest guided by our justice shull courmel,

“Why forege the advantages of so
peculiar a situation? Why quit our own
o stand upon foreign ground? Why, by
interweaving our destiny with that of any
part of Europe, entangle our peace and
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no! bhe forced into it by the conduet of
uther nutions.”

He expressed much the sume iden in a
letter 1o the Earl of Buchan in Apnl,
17495.

Washingion, afier due deliberation and
availing himselt of the eriticisms of Alex-
ander Hamilton, issued his memorable
Farewell Address 1o the Congress of the
people in the spring of 1796. BSome ex-
tracts from the sddress follow:

“The pation which indulres toward an-
oiher an habitual hatred or an habitual
fondness, is in rome degree a sluve. It s a
slave to its animosity, or to its affection,
either of which is sufficient to lead i
astray from its duly or its interest.

“The passionate altachment of one na-
tion lor another produees a variely of
evils. Sympathy for the favorile nation,
facilitating the illngion of an imaginary
eommon interest in eases woere no real
common inierest exists, and infusing ialo
oue the enmities of the other, betrays the
former into a partieipation of the quarrels
and wars of the latter, without adequate
inducemesnt or justification.

“Against the insidions wiles of foreign
influcnce, 1 eonjure you to believe me,
fellow citizens, the jealonsy of u free peo-
ple ought to be constantly awake; since
bistory and experience show that foreigm
influence iz one of the most baneful foes
of republican government. But that jeal-
ousy to be useful must be impartial; else
it becomes the instrument of the very in-
fluence to be avoided, instead of a defence
against if. FExcessive partiality for one
foreign mation and excessive dislike for
unother eause 1hose whom they actuate to
see dunger only on ope side and serve fo
veil snd even to second the arts of infln-
ence on the other.

“The greai rule of eouduel for us in re-
gurd to foreign .malions is. in.exiending
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prosperity in the toils of European ambi-
tion, rivalship, interest, humor or eaprice?

*"Tis our true poliey to steer clear of
permanent alliances with any portion of
the foreign world: so far | mean us we are
now at liberty to do it; for let me not be
undersiood us eapable of patronizing in-
fidelity to exisling engagements. o e
But in my opinion it is unnecessary and
wounld be unwise to extend them.

“Taking care always to keep ourselves,
by suitable establichments, in u respectable
defensive posture, we may safely trust to
temporary alliances for extraordinary
emengencies.

“In relation {o the still subxistinvg war
in Europe, my proclamution of April 22,
1793, is the index of my plan. Sanctioned
by your approving voice and by that of
vour representafives in both bouses of
Congress, the spirit of tha! messare hax
vontinually governed me.

“After deliberate examination with the
aid of the best hights-1 eould obtain I was
well gatisfied that onr eounfry, in all the
circumstavees of the ease, had a right to
take and was bound in duty and interest to
take, a neutral pesition. Having taken it,
I determined in 8o far as it should depend
upon me to mainiain it with moderation,
perseveraner and firmness.

“The duty of bolding a neutral condnet
may be inferred, without anything morve,
from the obligation whiech justice and hu-
manity impose en every nation, in cases in
which it is free {o aet, to maintlain invie-
late the relstions of pemce and amity
{oward other nations.

“The inducements of inierest in ob-
serving that conduet will be best referred
to vour own reflections and experience.
With me a predominant molive has been
te gain time to our eountry {o seitle and
mature it3 yet recent instifutions, and to
progrem -tmt-upnl 1o that. de-

e shiaw AlgRe wap kg Begriw

zree of sirengih and copsistenes winek »
neeessary. bumanly speaking, te give 1l
the ecommand of ity own fortunes.”

And yel, despite the sentiments wilervd
by Washington with sueh finality, be had
hardiy lefl the Presideney for the reiire-
ment of Moust Vernon when be was
among the first 1o protest against what he
termed  “the outrageous comduct of
France.,” Washington again umsheulhed
his sword and became the commander i
chief of the armies of the United States,
There was no formal declaration, and the
war was in itsell’ insiguificant and brief.
By 1800 the Consulate had been s up
and terms were made with Nupoleon
Bonaparte which were satisfactory (o both
nutions. .

Lafayette's Visit Valuable.

The visit of Latayette many vears luter
practically removed the last vestige ,of
the misunderstanding which mterfered tor
a time with the friendly relations et ween
the peoples of thee UVntted  States and
Frames.

The pressure weanw lile upon the Fel-
erahsts had greatly upsetthed thew and
broken their <elf ri<tiainl,
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ol even elizen-, hal mere advent grers,
the arre=ponsihle agents of a reckloss and
almost  pevoltionary agtaton wlneh
wieiil popand the very existepee of 1he
venny Lovernmwent, bhut ten Nears wenbarh
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Origin of Alien Laws.

It wis the dissension engendercd by
fureieners whicl cansed the passage of
Laow= siesmin=! etienay aliens; ol sedition sets
and other statutes, which, drastie as they
were. were approved by Washington, whae,
althougl: then not i offiee, was deeply -
reign of order and 1he
preservation of the young republic,

Events which occurred after s death
(1799) did mueh to remove the foreign
influences und to forestull further ¢mbar-
rassing entanglements. The purchase of
Louisiana in 1803 from Franee, whiea
had sequired 11 through Napoleon by pri-
vate treaty with Spain three years pre-
viously, removed one source of friction.
The final settlement of our relations with
England which followed the war of 1812,
the promulgation of the Monroe Ductrine,
the extension of ferritory by purchase and
cessions in various directions placed the
United States, as far us her position oa
this continent ix concerned, in a posinog
wloof from the pulmrs of I‘.umpn-
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The Coal Juggernaut
T was an upper West Sider spesking.
He =aid:

“Near where T live there is an avenue
along which pass daily many coal wugons,
In this part of {he avenue there is a steep
grade which all these wagons have to
elimb. Those horse drawn are helped by
towing leams; the motor propelled wagons
make the grade alone and they make it
surely and essily.

“Coal juggernanis you might eall them,
beeause they roll right om through amnd
over everything; you might eall them
tanks if you wanted to. They come up
this hill slowly, of course, but the peint is
that they keep moving; they are irre.
sistible. The driver siliing in his eab up
in froni seems to be alwsys quite ealm; he
knows the power he's got under him; he
knows he can muke the riffle, .

“To be sure the string of trueks passing
this way ean't begin to supply all New
York, but te see these giant aulomobile
eoal wagens elimb that hill bas been some-
thnlg eamnngmg te Ioei al all winter
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